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Here is a poem from Pastor John. He was hoping to give us some information 
concerning when the church would be open for worship. When it is available, it 
will be published. Hope you participated in the Conference survey concerning 
opening churches for worship and activities. 

 

  

Empty Places 
 

Singing songs in empty places,  
Praying prayers where love embraces 

All the silences and longing of the heart. 
In the glimpses, hints, and spaces 

Love rehearses and erases 

Letting life derive its meaning from its art. 
We are deeper than our losses 

And raised higher than the crosses 

That are signs of our disaster and our grief. 
And we sing because love’s master brings relief, 

As empty places fill with faith beyond belief. 
Hearts become our empty places 

More than churches, halls, or faces, 
And our song is sung in spirit 

So love, listening, can hear it 

Until love becomes the lightening of the dawn, 
Until reasons for not singing are all gone. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Here is some information about Mother's Day. 
Happy Mother's Day 

Long before florists and card companies took center stage on Mother’s Day, the 

holiday wasn’t about gift giving or really even about moms. In fact, according to 
the history of Mother’s Day, the holiday’s founder actively fought to have it stricken 
from the U.S. calendar forever after consumerism took over.  
While its roots can be found in ancient Greek and Roman times, the origins of 
Mother’s Day as it’s known today in the U.S. date back to the late 19th and early 
20th centuries and stemmed from some pretty dark times, according to History. 
Here are five surprising truths that you may not know about the holiday.  
1. Mother’s Day probably started as a way for mourning women to honor 
fallen soldiers. “Mother’s Friendship Day” was organized in 1868 to allow 
mothers of Union and Confederate soldiers to get together.  
2. The earliest iterations of Mother’s Day in the U.S. were organized for 
several reasons, but celebrating mothers wasn’t among them. U.S. women’s 
groups in the late 1800s came together in West Virginia to tackle everything from 
infant mortality to disease and milk contamination. In 1870, a composer by the 
name of Julia Ward Howe issued a “Mother’s Day Proclamation,” urging women to 
become politically active and to promote peace following the U.S. Civil War, 
according to National Geographic.  
3. The official holiday’s founder Anna Jarvis boycotted the holiday. Jarvis, a 
native of West Virginia, organized the first Mother’s Day celebration at a church in 
Grafton, West Virginia, in 1908 in memory of her own mother, who died three 
years earlier. She successfully campaigned to have the day adopted nationally, 
but by the time of her death in 1948, Jarvis had spent most of her personal wealth 
fighting the holiday she helped conceive. She apparently found the 
commercialization of Mother’s Day deplorable and sued groups that used the 
name “Mother’s Day” name to promote consumerism. She even lobbied the 
government to remove it from the U.S.’ official calendar.  
4. Jarvis never married and was childless. In many ways, Jarvis’ unwavering 
devotion to preserving what she thought was the true origin of the holiday was 
more about her ego than anything else. “Everything she signed was Anna Jarvis, 
Founder of Mother's Day. It was who she was," historian Katharine Antolini, author 
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of “Memorializing Motherhood: Anna Jarvis and the Struggle for Control of 
Mother's Day,” told National Geographic.  
5. The carnation was the original Mother’s Day flower. Some groups sold 
carnations every year to fundraise for their causes, something Jarvis vehemently 
opposed.    

 
 

 


